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Amendments to the Specification 
Please replace the title of the invention with the following amended title: 
Rabbiteye Blueberry- Plant Named 'Ochlockonce' 
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Please replace the "Statement as 10 rights to inventions made under federal ly-bponsored 
research and development" section with the following amended section: 

Statement Hapardine Fed erally Sponsored Research 

The : jivention was made in part with Federal funds pursuant to the USDA Hatch Ac^ 
grant number 7.001-3100-01635. 
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Please add the following two new sections after the newly amended "Statement 
Regarding Federally Sponsored Research" section: 

Genus and Species of the Plant Claimed 

Vaccinium ashei Reade. 

Variet y Denomination 

'Oclilockonee 5 . 
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Please replace the "Field of the Invention" subsection with the following amended 
subsection: 

Field of the Invention : 

Vaccinium mhci Fiend e . (Rabbitoyc blu e berry) 'Ochlookon e e' 

The fruit of the plant is primarily used as fresh fruit for shipping. The fruit is also 

suitable for customer-pick and processing markets. 
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Please replace the "Description of relevant prior art" subsection with the following 
amended subsection: 
nffgrriptitin if relevant prior art: 

The new and distinct variety of rabbiteye blueberry *Ochlockonee\ was selected in 1963 
at the Coastal Plain Experiment Station in Tifton, Georgia from a cross of 'Tifblue' {non^ 
patented) x Menditoo* fnon-oatented) made in Beltsville, Maryland and was tested as selection 
T-105. 'Tif 3lue' resulted from a cross of 'Ethel* (non-patented) x 'Clara" (npq-paLenicd), and 
'Menditoo' resulted from a cross of 'Myers' (non-patented) x 'Black Giant' (non-patented) . The 
selection wjis tested for several years and in the late 1 980 s s, the selection was planted with 
Tifblue 7 at the University of Georgia's Blueberry Research farm near Alapaha, GA. Resulting 
data from suveral years indicate that 'Ochlockonee' is a high yielding late season variety, and 
should be widely adapted to areas conducive to rabbiteye blueberry production. 

The now variety has boon aaoKually propagatod on many occasiono oincc 1963 by 
softwood cuttings. It jroots readily - from softwood cuttinga and in all cases tho oloncs propagat e d 
from cutting have maintained tho ve g etative and fruit characteristics of tho original colootion 

The male parent 'Menditoo' is only slightly improved from the wild spe cies and was used 
primarily tc improve berry size. It had very few other commercially desirable features. To the 
best knowledge of the inventor, it is not currently available for comparisons to be m ade. The new 
variet y is irost similar to 'Tftfbhie*. 

'Ocalockonee' has been primarily compared with the late season rabbiteye standard 
'Tifblue'. In Alapaha, GA, productivity of 'Ochlockonee' exceeded that of 'Tifblue 5 in each of 

the past 5 years for plants that were established in 1986, and substantially exceeded that of 

i 

'Tifblue' ir. 3 of the 5 years. The 5 year average yield for 'Ochlockonee 5 in south Georgia was 

78752.doc78752.doc 6 

■I 

PAGE 7/15* RCVD AT 11/8/2005 9:18:56 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:33827 1 2830 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-5J 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



ll/OS/05 09:1$ FAX 3362712830 



MACCORD MASON 



©008 



67% greater than that of 'Tiifblue', based on single bush, replicated plots. In addition to high 
yield, another important trait of 'Ochlockonee' as compared to Tifhlue' is increased hern «i/e. 
especially f Dr first harvest berries. For each of the past 5 years the first harvest berries on 
'Ochlockonee' plants established in 1986 were significantly bigger i\{ ihc 5% proh;ihilii\ (owl 
than berries of 'Tifblue'. The 5 -year (1998-2002) average of annual yields was 17.0 lb. per olam 
for Ochlockonee compared 'to 10.1 lb. per plant for Titblue. for plants grown in Alapaha, 
Georgia. The 5 year average was 37% larger for first harvest 'Ochlockonee 1 berries, and was 
25% larger for second harvest 'Ochlockonee' berries. These two properties alone make 
'Ochlockoree' desirable as a highly productive, late season rabbiteye cultivar. 

Other attributes such as berry scar, berry color, berry firmness, plant vigor, etc. for 
'Ochlockoiee' are comparable to TifbJue\ 'Ochlockonee' generally ripens a few days later 
than Tifbhie', and bloom dates are similar which is favorable for escaping spring freeze damage 
in the south. Georgia area. ]The estimated chill requirement of 'Ochlockonee' is 600 to 650 h, 
which i$ similar to or slightly higher than that of Tifblue'. 

As for adaptation to other areas, young plants of 'Ochlockonee* planted in 2000 at 
Griffin, GA equaled 'Tifblue' in most attributes in 2002, except for crop load, which was greater 
for fi Ochlockonee\ and ripening date, which was later for 'Ochlockonee'. In Stone County, 
Miss., 2 yair old plant of 'Ochlockonee' and 'Tifblue 1 evaluated in 2002 were equal in plant 
vigor. The bush of the new cultivar is very "durable", since a planting of 'Ochlockonee' at 
Alapaha, G A that is more than 25 years old is still quite vigorous and productive. 

The bush type of 'Ochlockonee' is vigorous and upright, with a fairly narrow crown. 

Plants have an abundant production of fruiting wood each year, with only moderate cane growth. 

•I 

Some stem disease lesiotis\(Gloeosporium minus and/or Septoria albopunctata) have been 
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observed on an older planting of 'Ochlockonee' in south Georgia, but several years of 
observations have indicated this has caused no serious production problems. 

As with most rabbiteye blueberry cultivars, it is recommended that 'Ochlockonee' be 
planted with another rabbiteye cultivar with a similar bloom time for cross pollination. In south 
Georgia, the cultivars 'Brightwell' and 'Powderblue' would be suitable pollinizers for 
'Ochlockonue'. 

The new variety has been asexnallv propaga ted on many occasions since 1963 by 
softwood cuttings at Griffin. Georgia. If r o nts readily from softwood cuttings and in all cases the 
clones propagated from cuttings have maintained th e vegetative and fruit characteristics of the 
original sele ction. 
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Please replace the "Botanical Description of the Plant" section with the following 
amended section: 

Botanical Description of the Plant : 

The following is a detailed description of the botanical and pomological characteristics of 
the subject blueberry clone.. Where dimensions, sizes, colors, and other characteristics are given, 
it is to be understood that such characteristics are approbations and averages set forth as 
accurately as practicable. Color data are presented in Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart 
designation:;. The descriptions reported herein are largely from 14 year-old specimen plants 
grown in Alapaha, GA without supplemental irrigation[.] and from 4 year-old plants grown in 

Griffin, Georgia with irrigation. 

i 

Plant: 

Size - Medium to large: plants were 2.0 to 2.5 m tall with an average canopy width of 1 .5 m after 
10 years without pruning. Some plants that are more than 20 years old are 3.0 to 3.5 m tall with 
a canopy width greater than. 2.0 m. 

Growth habit - Plants are strongly upright, with only slight spreading. Crowns are narrow, with 
6 to 8 majo : trunks. 

Growth - Medium to high vigor. Plants have abundant production of fruiting wood each year, 
with only moderate cane grbwth. 

Productivity - Very high; gpod consistency from year to year. 

Cold hardiness - Similar to other rabbiteye blueberry cultivars such as Tifbluc" anJ 
'BrightwelF. ! | 

ii 
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Chilling requirement - Plants require 600 to 650 hours of temperatures at or below 7 C to induce 
1 normal leafing and flowering during the spring. 

Leafing - Plants readily break numerous leaf buds simultaneously with anthesis. 
Canes - Mostly erect, with only moderate branching. Main cane base diameter (15 year old 
plant) 50 mil, color Greyed-Green (198C); first major branch diameter 30-35 mm, color Greyed- 
Green (198<J); 2 year old cane diameter 12-18 mm, color Greyed-Orange (164D), some flaking 
of bark; current season wood diameter 3-6 mm, color Green (138B). 

Fruiting wood - Numerous twigs 15-30 cm in length, with intemodc lengths of 15-20 mm 
common. 

Disease resistance - somewhat tolerant of various defoliating leaf diseases; good tolerance to 
stem canker- 
Foliage: 

Leaf color - Healthy mature leaves: top side of leaf Green (139A), under side ul* leal (ircen 
(137C). 

Leaf arrangement - Alternate, simple. 
Leaf shape - Elliptic. 
Leaf margins - Crenate. 

Leaf venation - Mostly arcuate, with some netting. 

Leaf apices - Broadly acuminate. 

1 

Leaf bases - Cuneate to acute. 

Leaf dimensions - Length 5*0 to 70 mm; width 25 to 35 mm. 
Leaf surface texture - Very; waxy, smooth. 

li 

Petioles size - Small, 3-4 mm long. 
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Petioles color - Yellow-Green, 14SB. 

Leaves glabrous, except for occasional stalked glands along leaf margins. 
Flowers: 

Color - White (155D) when fully opened, significant Red (55B) color on corollas just prior to 
bloom opening. 

Dote of 50% antehesis - March 26 (5 year average). 

Flower shape - Urecolate, 

Flower bud number - High: 

Flower per cluster - 5 to 8. . 

Corolla aperture width - 2-5 to 3.0mm. 

Corolla wic'th - 5.8 to 6.3mm. 

Fragrance »• None. 

Peduncle - 12,0 to 15.0mm.ip length: Green 138B in color. 

Pedicle - 5.3 to 6.0mm in length: Green 138B in color. 

Calvx. with sepals - 5.0mm in diameter: Green 137D in color. 

Stamens - Number, 10 per flower: length. 7.0 to 8.0mm: filament color. Green 142D. 

Anthers - Lsneth, 4.0 to 4.5mm: color . Greved-Oran&e 171B. 

Stvk - Lemrth. 9.0 to 10.0mm: color. Yellow-Green 145B in color. 

Pistil - Lenzth. 12.0 to 13.0mm. 

Ovary - Color. Green 137D. 

Pollen - Yellow. UC 

The culrivar has a snudl degree of self-compatibility. 
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Fruit: 

Date of 50% maturity - June;28 (5 year average). 
Fruit development period - 94 days. 

Berrv skin color -Med &ffl t o light blue 197A), vil l i m a deram surface mm. B|u c uuh ^ 

Black 202A. wax removed- , 

£t?m; /for/* " Gre en- While 157D. 

tarry size - Medium. First harvest average 1.40 g/berry, late season average 1.1 g/berry. Berries 
are 14 to 15 mm tall and 15 to 16 mm in diameter. 

Rerrv Prod uction - 17 lb per plant based nn 5-vear (1998-2002) average of p lants grown in 
Ala paha. Gcorgia. 

Berry shape - Very rounded, nearly spherical. 
Fruit stem scar - Small, very dry, no tearing. 

Berry firmness - Good to excellent Firmer than the cultivar 'Baldwin', similar to 'Tifblue'. 

Berry flavor and texture Flavor sweet with mild to moderate acid level. Skins and seeds 

normal for rabbiteye cultivars. 

Storage quality - Good. 

Suitability for mechanical harvesting - Good. 

Uses - Can be used as fresh fruit for shipping, for customer-pick and processing markets. 

Seed drv wnipht - 76.8mg per 100 seed. 
Seed length - 1.5 to 2.0mm. 
Seed color - Greved-Oranae 166D, 
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